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thoughtful and compassionate actions which 
resulted in the saving of two peoples’ lives in 
two separate incidents. 

Bert, a postman from Cresco, Iowa, has 
been employed with the postal service for 13 
years. In August 2007, during his regular route 
in Decorah, Iowa, Bert noticed Edna 
Prestsater was not out waiting for him like she 
regularly did. The following day Edna had not 
picked up her mail, so Bert contacted Edna’s 
granddaughter with his concerns. Edna had 
fallen the day before and was unable to get up 
due to several cracked vertebrae. Bert’s con-
cern for Edna no doubt saved her life. 

Just 3 weeks later, Bert also noticed Orval 
Tilleraas did not pick up his previous day’s 
mail. Bert swiftly contacted Orval’s landlord, 
who came to check on Orval. Orval was strick-
en with an illness which caused his kidneys to 
stop functioning. Doctors said Orval only had 
a few hours to live had he not received the 
medical attention he needed. 

Bert’s alertness and caring demeanor go 
above and beyond the normal line of duty in 
this great country of ours. I commend William 
‘‘Bert’’ Lucas for his Good Samaritan deeds. I 
am honored to represent Bert in Congress, 
and I wish him the best in the future. 
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
many of us on Capitol Hill have had the joy of 
knowing Captain Claude Alexander, but I 
would argue not enough of us. Too few have 
come to know this inspiring man, whose life 
was lived to the fullest, serving others. He 
lived for his family, his friends, and his coun-
try. In his death I hope people will hear his 
story and feel compelled to sacrifice for others 
as he did in his life. 

A story that starts in my home state of Kan-
sas stretches across the country and across 
the globe. After graduating from high school in 
Ulysses, KS, Claude enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. His training had only begun when after 
completing basic training, he found out he had 
been accepted into the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. Upon graduation, he completed 
Army Ranger training that proved indispen-
sable during his time in Vietnam. 

For his service in the harsh Vietnamese jun-
gle, Captain Alexander was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart and the Bronze Star for heroic ac-
tions. After his radio man was killed in an am-
bush, Captain Alexander pressed on to estab-
lish a forward communications position. This 
allowed for an attack helicopter to zero in on 
the attacking Viet Cong. His actions saved his 
troops’ lives, but he sustained significant inju-
ries, losing his leg and hearing in his left ear. 

After sustaining such serious injuries some 
would give up. Some would say, ‘‘I gave my 
all and that’s all I have to give.’’ Not Claude 
Alexander. He recovered and—despite an arti-
ficial leg—he lived an authentic life. After earn-
ing a master’s degree in international relations 
from Columbia University, he came to Capitol 
Hill to work for another great Kansas vet-
eran—Senator Bob Dole. Many issues in Con-
gress are divisive, but it was agricultural 

issues that brought together Claude and his 
future wife Denise, who was working on the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture. 

Following his time on Capitol Hill, Captain 
Alexander went on to a distinguished career 
representing Ralston Purina Corporation for al-
most 20 years. In retirement, he volunteered 
his time with wounded soldiers at Walter 
Reed, helping them realize they have a prom-
ising future even if it means living with a pros-
thetic. His life was a testament to this truth. 
He also worked as a consultant and was a 
member of the Missouri Kansas Forum and 
the Missouri and Kansas state societies. At 
state society banquets, Captain Alexander 
would often invite these wounded heroes to 
attend and be honored for their sacrifice. 

Perhaps it was his prairie roots or growing 
up in the Wild West, but something lit a fire of 
passion for life and service in Captain Alex-
ander that burned bright his entire life. This 
flame has been passed on to many people. 
He will be greatly missed by those he knew, 
and his legacy and spirit will be carried on to 
those who did not. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to Denise and their children Meg, Philip 
and Kevin during this time of loss. 
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Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor four brave police officers from Colum-
bus, Indiana: Sgt. Matt Harris, Patrolman J.T. 
Wright, Patrolman Ben Quesenbery, and a 
fourth officer who works undercover and must 
remain unnamed. 

On October 11, 2007, these four officers re-
sponded to an automobile accident on Indiana 
11 between a pickup truck and a sport utility 
vehicle. They showed extreme valor by rush-
ing to the scene of the accident and, without 
regard for their own personal safety, freeing 
the crash victims from the burning vehicles. 

The four officers are heroes who should be 
commended for their acts of courage. They 
risked their lives in an effort to save the lives 
of others. While they might say it is simply 
part of doing their jobs, I would say that they 
nobly went above and beyond the call of duty 
in putting the lives of others above their own. 

These men have been honored by Governor 
Mitch Daniels with the Governor’s Award for 
Valor and by Columbus Mayor Fred Armstrong 
with the City of Columbus Lifesaving Award. 

Madam Speaker, through the grace of God, 
America is blessed to have heroes such as 
these police officers, and I am privileged today 
to pay tribute to them for their courage, brav-
ery, and selflessness, which should serve as 
an example to all Americans. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF 
THE ALABAMA GOVERNOR’S 
MANSION 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to the 100th anniver-
sary celebration of the Alabama Governor’s 
Mansion. 

In 1950, a commission formed by the Ala-
bama State Legislature acquired the home of 
the late Lt. Gov. Robert Fulwood Ligon from 
his heirs. The home at 1108 South Perry 
Street in Montgomery was completed in 1907, 
and cost the state $100,000 at the time of its 
purchase. Since January of 1951, this historic 
Neo-Classical Revival home has housed Ala-
bama’s governor after then-Governor Gordon 
Person and his family moved in on his inau-
guration day. 

On November 12th of this year, Alabama 
Governor Riley will pay tribute to this historic 
structure, and host the festivities for this im-
portant occasion. Events will include historical 
lectures, public tours of the grounds, and an 
open reception. 

I am pleased to help recognize this impor-
tant occasion at the Governor’s Mansion, and 
congratulate its staff on this historic occasion. 
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TRIBUTE TO NAVY CHIEF SONAR 
TECHNICIAN OF SUBMARINES 
DALE ALAN BARUTH 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the service of the United States Navy 
Chief Sonar Technician of Submarines, Dale 
Alan Baruth, and to express my appreciation 
for his dedication and commitment to his 
country on the occasion of his retirement. 

For the past 24 years, Chief Baruth has 
served faithfully and honorably. He enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and served on board the Pre- 
commissioning Unit Alaska and the USS Alas-
ka SSBN 732 Blue Crew from July 1985 to 
June 1990. Later he served at the Naval 
Oceanography Command Detachment in Ban-
gor, WA, from June 1990 to October 1993 
when he was honorably discharged from ac-
tive service. 

In March 1995, Chief Baruth joined the 
Navy Reserve where he served honorably 
until his retirement. He primarily served at the 
Navy Operational Support Center in Sioux 
Falls, SD, attached to COMDESRON 24 Det 
A. In November 2001 he was recalled to ac-
tive duty in support of Operation Noble Eagle/ 
Enduring Freedom and was assigned to the 
Navy Security Force, National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency, St. Louis, MO, until Decem-
ber 2002. 

I commend Chief Dale Alan Baruth for his 
many years of loyalty and service to our great 
Nation. It is an immense honor to represent 
Chief Baruth in Congress, and I wish him and 
his family in Estherville, IA, a long, happy and 
healthy retirement. 
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